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Introduction
Although social differences across cultures have been wellestablished in the literature (e.g., Markus & Kitayama, 1991) , more recent work indicates that culture can also pervade cognitive processes. Whether those differences solely result from social processes, such as nuances in self-concept as either a unique individual or as one tightly interconnected with others, or reflect other differences in attention and information processing is unknown. The present study investigates how East Asians and Americans engage perceptual and memory systems during the encoding of detailed memories. Cross-cultural cognitive research has converged around differences in perceptual processing, specifically that there are cross-cultural differences in object versus context processing. When viewing an image of a scene, Westerners typically engage more analytical processes (Nisbett, Peng, Choi, & Norenzayan, 2001 ), focusing on salient object information and details (Masuda & Nisbett, 2001) , and engaging
